L O DEBAR®

2 Samuel 17 v 27-29

The Lo-debar Trust

The Lo-debar Trust is a small missionary organisabiased in Northern Ireland. Many
people however don’t know about the work we dorefaee I'd like to take this
opportunity to explain firstly how we were estabbsl and secondly the Lord’s work that
we are currently involved in.

It all began in 1998 when a group of six people et from Northern Ireland to Russia
to help with a young people’s camp. Those Russidrsattended this camp were from a
secular school in St. Petersburg and knew nothiogitalesus and His love and grace for
our lost world. During this week, the young pedglant about how God sent Jesus to
die for our sins. God also gave these six Iristppeea love and burden for the souls of
the young people there and their teachers. LedhisgRussian camp was extremely
difficult; hearts were heavy and eyes filled wigats.

During the rest of their stay in Russia, three merslfelt God calling them to prayerfully
consider doing more for Him in this vast land. Afteming home and taking time to
seek God, not only on a personal level but alsa gioup, they felt God clearly telling
them that this was the right time to set up a ¢hawoi do outreach in Russia. This is how
and when the Lo-debar Trust was formed.

The Trust was set up with four principles:
We would be a faith-based organisation: wantinddd@sod’s work in God’s way
and in His perfect timing.
All resources provided would go 100% towards Gaask in Russia.
All decisions would be prayerfully considered, sagikGod for His help and
wisdom.
All trustees would work for the Lo-debar Trust agpaid volunteers and when
travelling to Russia, all would cover their ownvigdling expenses.

Our aim as a Trust is: to provide financial resesrto allow the local missionary
committees to have the ability to send out young ar&d women who have been called
by God to serve Him as either ministers, pastargflypastors, church planters, youth
workers, prison workers, to do ministry with schspthildren’s work and working on
youth camps.

We do this because there are many small churchastliaying villages and towns that
have no full time leadership. This is due to theklaf men in their fellowships and



because the churches/missionary committees ardeutmaprovide funding to train and
send out these gifted young men and women.

Novosibirsk: Siberia

In this vast area of Russia, we are currently mghong funding to support 13 full-time
workers, three who are working with the deaf comityithree who are working in the
outer city areas of Novosibirsk and seven who areking in the outlaying towns and
villages. To give you an idea of how big this aaetually is; it takes over six hours
travelling in a car to reach some of our co-workers

Ural Mountains: Perm

This area is the size of France and nearly sixdithe size of Northern Ireland! In this
region, we currently have nine full-time workersandre involved in many different
types of ministries. This is also the hometown wf administrator, Olga.



Although at times, we think Northern Ireland isaiat is nothing in comparison to the
weather conditions in Siberia. The coldest condgicecorded are over -60 degrees in
parts of Siberia. With this in mind, we are extrénrthankful for our 13 full-time

workers in Novosibirsk who deal with these extremgather conditions everyday as they
go about doing their ministry and service for oord.

Over the last five-six years, some of the churechd¢ovosibirsk Oblast have been
working with a number of alcoholics and drug adslidihey have been trying to support
them in a practical way, by bringing them to relitdiion centres and providing them
with a loving and secure environment, away fromatteactions of their old life. The
churches have been teaching them the Word of Gagling with them daily and sharing
what God has done for them as leaders. Durindithis, no medical treatment has been
administered at all; it has been purely based ot$3&ord. It's amazing that many of
the pastors in Siberia are converted drug addicts!

As a Trust we have been asked by many of our cdaveito prayerfully consider the
needs of these rehabilitation centres. Fundingspédrately needed but we believe God
will provide and pray that God will supply theseeds for the prosperity of His work.
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A testimony of one of the rehabilitation patients.



Hello dear friend!

| would like to tell you a story, which may be slarito something, which has happened
or may happen to you. My life currently is interegt wonderful and amazing but I can
assure you life has not always been like this. Mya is Denis and I'm 27 years of age. |
was born an urban child, became an urban teenaiggithen developed into a streetwise,
urban young man. My family consisted of my mum, dad a younger sister, who is in a
wheel chair. | came from a loving home, in which payents endeavoured to provide me
with everything that a Russian young man would n#dgadgs were good. | liked sport,
studied well, was in good standing with everyone mrost importantly, the girls liked

me. Everything was going so well for me.

However, in 2001, my friends introduced me to dru@se to peer pressure, | started
taking the so-called soft drugs but after a whigas hooked and addicted to many of the
serious mainstream drugs.

Over the next six years, my life changed dramdtichkaw life’s negative side and
helped to develop that side in a very active way.

| thank and praise God for the believing churcldsch had organised outreach and a
social ministry to addicted people. Having comé&®Ilowest point in my life, | learnt
that it was possible for me to be admitted to dinta® rehabilitation centres. Therefore,
on 2 July 2007, | went to the rehabilitation centrehe district KSM of Novosibirsk

city. God, by His spirit worked with me and on #&July 2007, he touched my heart
and | saw my need for Christ, | saw my sinful coidi. | repented of my sin and became
part of God’s family. After six weeks, | startedpiag the leader of the rehabilitation
centre. Having spent three months there, | werk hame not wanting any more help or
further ministry. The next year and a half saw ramg through many difficult and trying
times as the things of God were now not part oflifey

Thanks be to God! He had not given up on me.

On the 28 October 2008, | went to another rehabilitationteeim the town of Began.
Analyzing all that had happened to me previoustyceoning my conversion, | realised
that the first time | accepted Jesus Christ it m@swith my heart, but with my mind, but
this time it was all so different. Praise the Lokife now is interesting, wonderful and an
amazing thing, because it is a life with God. Wa#trill to trust in Him and to confide

in Him. He helps me to live, love, and to have foyevery moment. | came from a life,
which seemed to mean nothing to a life, which mesesything. Realising that this
world and all who are in it are the creation of@yHGod and realising the sacrifice and
suffering Jesus Christ went through, | go forwarthwope and joy wanting to serve
Him.

If you don’t know God in your life, | feel for yo¥ou may be successful, you may be
rich or poor, you may be a drug addict like megwen a successful sportsperson but it all



counts for nothing, my friend, if you live witho@®od. You have never been truly happy
and you don’t know the true meaning of life.

Just think to yourself, who are you? What do yee for? What is going to happen to
you after you die? Why not seek God and put yasttin Him?

The rehabilitation centres are run in many towrt \dlages, such as the following.
Karat

This town is nine hours north of the city of Novmssk; Konstantin Kazentsev works
here with his wife Olesia and their two children,eght-year-old daughter, Luba and a
two-year-old son, Paul.

Recently they sold their flat in the city whereythiee and now they live in a house
attached to the church. Here, they meet with ar@tgdeople every Sunday.

In Karat, there are many people who have drug &whal addictions, this is due to the
availability of homemade alcohol, the lack of futie work, and the fact that men do not
take on house hold responsibilities, which is ofie biggest problems in Russia. To
block out all of these problems and pressures, rpaoyple turn to drink or drugs.

About a year ago, Konstantin finally secured enclugitling to open a rehabilitation
centre in his town. This gave him the opportunityedstify about Christ to more than 120
drug and alcohol addicts who went through rehatibth from 10-60 days in the centre.
Recently they decided to sell their current ceatré rent another centre closer to the
church, which they call the Prayer House. Theiaf@tplan is to build a new centre
beside the Prayer House; this building work willwoence on 20 April 2009 and will

be completed in two years.

Konstantin is an experienced builder, and has dgtused the men from the
rehabilitation centre to form a small building caeny; they do repairs around the church
and in the town. Please pray not only for the pdgidbuilding but also for the spiritual
conversion of those God has called us to serve.

Began

Began is also about a ten hour drive from Novoskbir
Andrey Jukovs is a former drug addict from
Novosibirsk who ministers here with his wife Ksenia
They have two children, Leria who is four and two
year old Kril. Their home is the Prayer House aral t
largest room is used for the Sunday services. They
have approximately 15 people attending their
meetings.



Part of his ministry includes a rehabilitation gentHere is a small extract from one of
his reports:

The New Year celebration was held in the PrayerddoA number of people attended
including our family, friends, family members oflieeers and many from the
rehabilitation centre. For many of those in theatglitation centre, it was their first New
Year without alcohol, in a sober condition, on theiees before God. There are ten
people in the rehabilitation centre, and they haleurned to God for repentance. Please
pray for them because they need your prayers sirbegthened in their faith!

A testimony from another rehabilitation patient

At the end of September 2008, | was going home as
usual on a gloomy day, in a drug-intoxicated state.
my head | was thinking about a plan of how to get
money for the next day. Suddenly though one
thought came into my head: Is this the meaning of
life? Is this what | was aspiring to be? That lded
steal and that everyday | only look at how | armgoi
to make money for another dose of drugs. What is
the sense of this? At this moment | wished only thireg- death! | realised that | was
powerless and wouldn’t be able to struggle witls tondition, but I didn’t even have the
courage to leave this world! O how | wanted to metio my normal full-fledged life, to
my beloved wife, to my daughter whom | did not cab®ut anymore. | had heard about
rehabilitation centres formed by the churches,a peor to this. | knew that they helped
people with drug or alcohol addictions to get athi@ir feet again and that it was all free!
The centres were a place you could get to knovDine who can help you find peace and
rest- Jesus Christ! My brother was also a drugcdaid he’d been through rehabilitation
in one of these centres. | noticed that his lifes Wwaginning to totally change for the
better. He told me about other people in the centwo were former addicts and had
found Jesus. However, | still couldn’t bring mystelfgo to a rehabilitation centre to find
this salvation. | was still the same; | didn’t trasiybody and | found greed in everything.
However, the moment finally came and | made my @hoo attend a rehabilitation
centre!

That September evening, | rang my mum and asketbhielp. | got the impression that
she knew the reason | was calling as she answeyedgly: “Of course son!” Early in

the morning my brother came to help me pack myrggigs and brought me to the
rehabilitation centre in Bagan. Here for the firste, | looked at my life in a sober state.
Reading the Bible and analyzing the life of Jeshe<, | understood that | was going in
the complete wrong direction. | realised that | Wwaisg in darkness. Suddenly | got the
hope in my heart that Jesus Christ would turn ienéion to me and enlighten my life. It
was even better that Jesus wanted me to come tahiihtet Him into my heart, and He
wanted this since the day | was born! He wantsyerrean, woman and child to confess
their sins and seek His salvation. On th& @&tober | was reconciled with God and let



Him into my heart. | began to trust in Him with ally heart and gave my life into His
hands. He has provided me with His love, care aactyn Now two months have passed
and | can boldly step into my new life. There ari esvil problems, iniquity, temptations
all around but | feel a total peace of mind, whii¢tave never felt before. My God having
squeezed my hand, is leading me, lighting the wdwch is filled with meaning.

Igor, Ordynsk.

This is one of the needy areas in Russia, whicfTtbst works in. Many doors are
opening for us to expand this social ministry tes addicted souls and there are many
trained workers who are willing to go and do Godtwk. Unfortunately however, the
local missionary committee is unable to providepupfor this worthy work.

We would ask for you to pray with us, that God wellich the hearts of His people across
His world. That in Northern Ireland we would conténto pray that God will provide all
the resources to allow our Russian brethrens talstathe gap and see many of these
dear souls coming to Christ.

Many thanks for your interest in the Trusts worle &s trustees will be looking forward
to meeting with some of you over the year to slsarae more about what God is doing
in the land of Russia.

WORKING WITH GOD IN THE LAND OF RUSSIA

Lo-debar is mentioned in the Word of God a numlf¢inges. This is in relation to
different situations and circumstances. ihifact a name of a city east of the River
Jordon. A city that was characterized by its baress, waste land and devastation. A
city in the midst of a wilderness. Lo-debar wadaxe of no pasture, no greenery, it was
a desolate place.

Although the name Lo-debar means a barren plastél ivas a place of safety, refuge,
and provision. This was the place that young Mapdeth son of Saul was taken to by
Makir son of Ammiel after Saul’'s death, this wed@a 2nd Samuel: 9 v 4. It was not the
place he stayed in for the rest of his life. Wheavid was King he was sent for and lived
in the king’s household as part of his family foe reminder of his life.

In 24 Samuel: 17 v 26-29 we read there how it was aeptdprovision. Makir who
had saved and provided shelter for Mephibosethrimgimg him to Lo-debar. Now took



on the role with others to provide for the needBatid and his people. They brought to
them, bedding, .bowls, and articles of pottery.yralso brought wheat and barley, flour
and roasted grain, beans and lentals, honey and,cslieep, and chesse from cow’s milk
for David and his people to eat. For they said “pbeple have become hungry and tired
and thirsty in the desert.”

Lo-debar was a place that did not have much gang because of the position it was
placed in. geographically. Yet it was a place wezeple had a heart for God. They saw
the need and took action to provide and meet ted.ne

This was why the name Lo-debar was chosen fortiig$. which we have today. We
had been given a God given love, a love that wencamnderstand for the people of the
vast land of Russia, we saw the need and with Geljswe are endeavouring to provide
the financial resources. To see Gods people tleaehmg out to their fellow country
men, for the win them for Christ. What a joy if@s us to be involved in Gods work.

Prayer points

1 That as trustees we may have clear leading in heware to allocate and fund the
work in the different regions, and as we consiaet @evelop new areas of
service.



The financial resources that will be required w#él provided, as we trust God for
His provision for this year’s needs.

For the expansion of the ministry among the deatftiqularly among the children
and the young people. That freedom may be grantedrtister in the deaf
colleges and schools. Pray also for our deaf tmjnisam as they face all these
difficulties and endeavour to reach out to thostheir communities with the
good news of the gospel.

Pray for the children’s refuge centre in Berezifikrm region. That the local
authorities will confirm use of premises on a réee or low rent lease. For the
leaders, as they seek to provide a loving Chrisgti@rironment so that these
children who have never experienced a happy hdm&lil respond and see that
God loves and cares for them.

For the expansion of drug rehabilitation centrés mew areas. Funding to
complete the building started outside the city eifri?. For the existing
rehabilitation centres in Siberia as they seek ¢éetnthe need among the large
population of alcohol and drug abusers. Seelangih them for Christ and then
training them to become counsellors in the centres.

For all our pastors and ministers who are involvedutreach work many miles
from the main cities seeking to reach into areaghvhave had no Christian
witness. For them and their families, as they Haitbfully answered the call to
‘go into the world and preach the gospel'.

The summer outreach among the young people in suengs, floating trips,
and Holiday Bible camps.

Outreach in Solikamsk among the students in thal loalleges and universities
that these doors will be kept open as Paul provislees and other Christian
material into these places.

Please pray for Olga our administrator who liveP@mm. As she receives all the
reports from our co-workers in Russia and thensiedas it into English so that
trustees have an up to date report of the worko Mien time allows her, she
travels to visit and encourage the co-workers fasil

10 That in all that we do, it will bring glory and hour to His name and see His

kingdom extended not only in Russia but also heteme.



